The role of communication
IN CO-Operative learning
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Key Issue addressed by the study

# [his study explored:

— the impact of enhancing teachers' communication
skills on pupils’ co-operative learning

— the eflects of co-operative learning on pupils’
seclalisation and learning
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\WWhat co-operative learning involves

¢ In co-oeperative learning,
puplls:

— Work together i small' group

— contrbute te greup discussion

— chiallenge each oethers:
[EASENS and URCerstanaings
CCEPL res,) Al gilinyAiie)fieffelt] o)
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The benefits of co-operative learning
for puplils

& Previous research has
shown that benefits for.
puplls include:

— academic gains

- posi‘ﬂve Secial relatienships
ed metvaten to

[Icated
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The benefits of training teachers in
communication skills to use with pupils

¢ [he trained teachers: | 177 [m——
— scaffolded pupils’ - ) o Shiy |
learning and asked 1‘7 , i 3
. . i ’ b ] -
qestln nearllce Ay } = —
as freguently as the = 'rf"u‘& h—g ]
{eacners wherhadn't M — |

naditraining

WErEe TeUIRLIMESHESS
IKEIY teaVE o)
QISCIPIIESthEIFPUPIIS
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What the teachers’ scaffolding involved

¢ [eachers enabled pupils to learn skills ana
develop understanding beyond what they could
achieve alene threugh:
— modelling skills
— demonstrating patterns of thinking and reasening

— CGlreating activities that helped pupils: Use thelr
grewing understandings  and preklem-selving skills
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The communication skills the teachers
were trained to use

¢ [echnigues included:
— probing to expand puplils:
thinking
— e.g. Why doyoeuthink ...7
— [eflecting meaning
— €.0,. /’seunds as though...?
— offenng Ssuggestions
— €.0, Have you thotghtabout:..7
— chiallenging pupils thinking
= CL0" oW WIS OURY,
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Example teacher-puplil dialogue

& leacher: So what have you
decided the problem Is?

& Student 1: People riding their
pIKES In the shepping centre

¢ leacher: Andwhatis the
Solution; youve got?

¢ Student: 25 Askithe police to
patrol the shoppIng Centre: ...
askine centre managementir
=S allight teraskithe police

9 [ eacher\Way deN/eurtaiak
Ry mightneiWanistnepoelice
QUISIGENNESNOPPINGICENLE?
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Who were the children in the study?

& 826 children from Year 5-7 (10-12 years old)
and 30 teachers

¢ 11 primary schooels in Brisbhane, Australia.
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How was the information gathered?

¢ AlltEACHENSIECEIVEU tIAINING NN CO-OPET

ieaming
¢ [HEYAWENE SPIIINIOMWOIGIOURS— GRENECEIVEM
UiRIGRRRErCOMIMURICAUGN J,ﬂlb, IECINEN

ollel plojt
v IEcCHERSAWEE AUUIOAIES
9 eV eEraiENaVIGUSWENEICOUERAS!

ENCONIRUEINERBRCISCIPIIERARG
ASUUCLORELE
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How can teachers use the evidence In

this study?

The study proevided examples elithe SPECIIic
communRicaten SkillISHEACHEISIUSEU 1o pPromoeie dialegue
RIS MOUE OIFCOOPEAUVENIEaING:

% COUICANOUANOIKAWIIIAICOIIEAUUENOIORSEIVENNEEXIEN O
WRICHNOUCUIERUYAPIORENETIECEROIERSUT J‘—‘Sf!.)f S zinlef
Al ENGENIUPIISSIITATIG Y OUNTIG W ARINON/GEOE

SHOIASECULIGIINESSORIAIUANAISENOUELIET:

2 CoUICAOUEXPARUMMENAIKSSHAIEYIESNOUMISEAVIUAN/G U]
PURISHOREIAICENAIKSIANSHIORINUNETIECUIAT}
wnznirciitif 2ielel eerzllariefinle)?
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How can school leaders use the

evidence In this study?

¢ [0WHAU EXIENTIS CO-ORENAUVENEAMINGIOIFAIS
KINCIUSEGNYAEACHESHAN/OUIFSCHOIZ

SV OUICNOUIRCOIIEAUUESIVENENIMIOMNCI2ID,
UESIGNEUAONNOUUE, af ENINONNENISENOIISPECIIIE;

COMMUNICAUGRISKIIISNINCOEOPEAUVENEAIING 2

. Cotlel ot stgaart igzigngrs i) ealfzigorziijnef fo
QJQ"—‘IJ'!'!J-'—‘IJ"’ Wite) eissinlef ciplef zefroifelef in)e
SUCULEYIESNISEUNTANIAISISLUI6)/2
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Follow-up reading

o Studyreierence: Gillies; RLVIE & B0y /Je VIE(2005) ASia=
PaciiiciJounal Biflieacher EAUCALON SS(S), P 2455259

*S Jmmar/ Vil erals

LIS /AAAE LEERENE IR Vil S C EVEL N 067 ACHIEVEL N 06
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http://www.gtce.org.uk/tla/rft/achieve1106/achieve1106cs/casestudy4/
http://www.gtce.org.uk/tla/rft/achieve1106/achieve1106cs/casestudy4/

Feedback

+ Did you find this useful?

+ What did you like?

+ What didn't you like?

Any feedback on this Research Bite

would be much appreciated. Please emalil

your feedback to:
[EesealchrsimmaES(@ECNCANBRNESIFIEYVANK
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