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How can ICT support personalisation?

Terms like ‘learning platforms’ and ‘e-portfolios’ are becoming
common currency in the post 16 sector. Both support personalisation
by storing data in ways that help to transfer responsibility for learning
to the student. A recent survey of colleges shows that some learning
platforms are beginning make a real contribution to personalising
learning:

e around half of college platforms can associate individual
learners with particular courses and with particular
preferences, and

e just under 20% of platforms can remember where a student
has got to in a particular course.

ICT and e-learning in FE survey (Becta, November 2006. Publication
available from: http://learningandskills.becta.org.uk/)

Some colleges make use of e-portfolios for managing evidence of
learning. E-portfolios are a personal online space, where learners can
store their work, record their achievements, link to other learners and
access personal course timetables and digital resources. In another
survey, students said they saw them as “a tool to market yourself” and
“an online CV that gets updated every time you do something”, whilst
their teachers viewed them as “a method of recording and reflecting
on skills” and “a career development tool”. There was also evidence
that e-portfolios helped students to learn:

e 62% of FE/secondary students felt that e-portfolios helped
them think about their own learning

e 52% felt e-portfolios helped them judge if they’ve improved

e 89% of teachers felt that e-portfolios helped their students to
be better organised.

The impact of e-portfolios on learning (Becta, June 2007. Publication
available from http://partners.becta.org.uk/)
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Could you do more to utilise systems for storing data? Could you for example, encourage students
to store different stages of a project and monitor their progress with it, as a way of encouraging
your students to take on responsibility for their own learning? (For examples of how some colleges

use learning platforms and e-portfolios to support personalisation, see Becta's Testbed website:
www.evaluation.icttestbed.org.uk/research/show)
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